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This mini exhibition forms part of the Explore Your 
Archive campaign, which runs from 18th to 26th

November, 2017.

The Explore Your Archive campaign encourages people 
to discover the stories, the facts, the places and the 
people that are at the heart of our communities. 
Archives across Ireland are taking part to raise 
awareness of the value of archives to society and of the 
rich variety of content that is held, preserved and made 
available to users. 



Galway County Council’s 

Pier & Harbour Public 

Notice collection is a 

small part of a larger 

series, with files held on 

Piers & Harbours.

The files (GC/CSO/2), dating from 1899-1995, relate to the 

maintenance and repair of the marine works in County 

Galway.  In particular they contain correspondence 

between the County Secretary and County Engineer, and 

the Office of Public Works relating to the repair, 

maintenance and lighting of the structures.  

Full details of the collection are available on 

http://gccapps.galwaycoco.ie/archives/ais5/

http://gccapps.galwaycoco.ie/archives/ais5/


‘...general merchandise and goods of all 
kinds loaded at or discharged on pier, 
quay or landing place, one penny per 
ton or part ton’.

The printed notices, in poster format, detail the 

bye-laws, rules and regulations and penalties 

associated with a particular pier or harbour.  

Others include a schedule of tolls and rates to 

be paid by vessels using the marine works, 

including for instance:



The Public Notices 

are fine examples of 

the types of posters 

and printing in use 

at the turn of the 

20th century.

They also clearly 

illustrate the varied 

use of the marine 

works during that 

period, for example 

for the transport of 

turf, fish and 

livestock.

Average size:

76 x 55 cm or 63 x 51 cm.



The condition of the Notices ranged from 

good to fragile. All of the Notices received 

conservation in early 2017, ranging from 

cleaning and flattening to in some cases 

paper repair and paper reinforcement.

Roundstone, c.1902

Before conservation 

After conservation 



Conservation consisted of dry-cleaning, washing 

infilling missing areas, edge and fold reinforcement 

and overall back support with Kozo tissue paper 

and wheat starch paste, and flattening.

Roundstone
1908, GC/CSO/2/1/6

After conservation



Cill Rónáin
1904, GC/CSO/2/1/3

Conservation consisted of dry-cleaning, 

washing, edge reinforcement with Kozo tissue 

paper and wheat starch paste, following by  

flattening and drying between wool felts.



Clifden
1892, GC/CSO/2/1/2 

Before 
conservation 

After conservation



Archives are full of fascinating content to read, touch 
and explore. And most of it isn’t available from 
Google.  Take time to explore archives—you’ll be 
amazed to find what lies within.

Galway County Council Archives, Library HQ, 
Island House, Cathedral Square, Galway.

www.galway.ie/archives/  

You’ll be amazed what you might uncover.
Explore your archives.

Find out more visit  learnaboutarchives.ie and 
exploreyourarchive.org  


